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PROCEEDINGS 





Hermanville Baptist Church, — 






Hermanville, Miss., September 20, 1912. 







The ninety-second annual meeting of the Union Baptist 
Association convened with the Hermanville Baptist church. 

A short devotional exercise was conducted by former 
moderator, Rev. S. R. Young, after which the association was 
called to order. F. M. Coleman, Jr. and Grady Jacobs were 
appointed reading clerks. 

The moderator called for associational] letters and the 
following churches responded, and the messengers were en- 
rolled: 

Antioch—C, W. Bufkin, Hugh Bufkin and P. L. Davis. 

Bethesda—Jessie Nail and Bertha Nevils. 

Beech Grove—C, L. Young, A. L. Harlan, C. D. Jones, I. 
N. Furr, 

Brushy Fork—W. R. Trim and Tommie Bailess. 

Carpenter—J. E. Townsend and Judge McCabb. 

Fellowship—R. L. Marble, Ava Marble. 

White Oak—F. M. Coleman, Robert Little, Grady Jacobs. 

Piedmont—Jeff Cupit. 

Pleasant Hill—W. A. Pierce, J. M. Furr, Mrs. J. M. Furr. 

Port Gibson—Dr. J. V. May; J. S. McPherson, Mrs. J. V. 
May. 

Martin—S. R. Young. 

Hermanville—T. E. McEthens, J. A. Lord. C. W. MeMur- 
chy, Lea Davis, Mrs, W. F. Gordon. 

Unity—Spurgeon Harrington. 

On motion made by F. M. Coleman, the regular rules were 
‘suspended and officers were elected by nomination and ac- 

nation. The old officers were re-elected—S. R. Young, 
derator; C. D. Jones, clerk; F. M. Coleman, treasurer. 
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Correspondents were then recognized from the following 
bodies: Convention Board, A. V. Rowe; Baptist Record, Dr. 
P. I. Lipsey; Central .Association, Madison Flowers. 

Moderator then appointed C. L, Young, W. R. Trim and 
J. S. McPherson as finance committee. 

Congregation sang ‘‘ When the Roll is Called Up Yonder,”’ 


after which the associational sermon was preached by Dr. A. 
V. Rowe. Text was Acts 10 :1-2. 


On motion. the association adjourned until 1:30 o’clock. 


FIRST DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Congregation sang ‘‘Joy Bells ’’ then prayer led by Mad- 


ison Flowers. The following order of business was adopted: 
Call to order, 


Organize. 

Call for petitionary letters. 

Call for correspondence. 

Appointment of committees. 

Report of committees. 

Adjournment. 

Correspondence arranged to Carey Association: 
Coleman, Rev. S. R. Young. State Convention: 
Young; J. A. Lord. Southern Baptist Convention: 
Jones; S. R. Young, alternate. 


REPORT ON ORPHANAGE. 

Orphanage work, while new in Mississippi, is as old as 
Christianity One characteristic conspicuous in the life of 
eur Lord was His disposition to eare for the widow and or- 
phan. The Holy Spirit gave it as one of the evidences of 
pure and undefiled religion, that its professor visit the father- 
less and the widow in their afflictions. So the duty of car- 
ing for helpless orphan children need not be questioned. The 
only question that should concern Christian organizations is 
as to the methods of doing the work. 

We have for our consideration at this time the home for 
orphan ehildren located at Jackson, known as the Mississippi 
Baptist Orphanage. It was established fifteen years ago un- 
der the direction of the Baptist denomination in Mississippi. 
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It is under the management of twenty-one trustees, eighteen 
appointed by the State Convention and three by the general 
association They employ a local superintendent who has 
the general supervision of the.local management. It is sup- 
ported entirely by voluntary contributions from individuals, 
Sunday Schools and churches. 

We have at present four brick buildings, so equipped as 


to furnish comfortable accommodations for 225 children. We 
have in our orphanage at present 227. With the expenditure 


of $1,500 or $2,000 we can provide room for 60 or 70 more. 
Our Superintendent, Rev. J. R. Carter, informs me that he 
has on file fifty or more applications, many of whom are 
worthy. About 550 have passed through the Home since its 
establishment; many of whom have gone out into life for 
themselves and are making good in the callings of life. 

Our children there under the present management are 
trained to all manner of useful work. Special attention is 
given to all manner of cooking, housekeeping, sewing, wash- 
ing, and ironing for our girls; and farming, stockraising, car- 
pentering‘and machine work for our boys, together with train- 
ing for some boys and girls in the printing office. All have 
the advantage of six to eight months’ schooling each year. 

We commend most heartily the work that is being done 
for our orphan children, and urge that our Sunday Schools 
and churches contribute more liberally to their support. We 
recommend that all our Sunday Schools take one collection 
each month for the orphanage, and that each church make a 
Thanksgiving offering at their meeting in November. Re- 
member that Jesus said, ‘‘Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of 
these, my children, ye did it unto me.”’ 

In addition to the money contributions, the churches, Sun- 
day Sehools, ladies’ societies, may send clothing (good sec- 
ond-hand elothing accepted), towels, sheets, pillow cases, soap, 
thread, buttons, tablets pencils, elastic, shoe strings, shoes and 
stockings for larger children, as we have plenty for the 
smaller ones. In fact, anything that can be used in the ev- 
eryday family. Let the farmers send corn, molasses, cured 


meats, and canned goods of all kinds. 
F. M. COLEMAN. 
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REPORT ON MISSION 8. 


Missions originated with God 
‘ing religious teaching either at home or abroad: 
Noah, a preacher of righteousness. 
deluge Moses was se 


- It is the work of spread- 
God sent 
to warn the people of the 
nt to lead the children of Israe] out of 
hondage In due time Christ came on the great mission of 
salvation. When the Son of Man had finished His mission 
here on earth He commanded His disciples to ‘‘go into all 
the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.’’ He 
sald “Ye shall be Witnesses for me in Jerusalem and Judea 
and in the uttermost parts ofthe earth.”’ 

For effective work, Southern 


Baptists are divided into 
State. Home 


and Foreign Boards all working harmoniously 
together for the spread of the ( 
world 


\ State Missions. 


iospel of Christ throughout the 


State Missions comes closer to us and appeal to us from 


a direet personal contact. 


The following is a summary of what the State Board is 
doing: 
Churches now helped full time oa 
Churches now helped three-fourths time 
Churches now helped one-half time 
Churches now hy Ilped one-fourth time 
Total churches helped 
Churches once helped, 
Churches once helped, now independent, one-half time.. 45 
Churches once helped, 
Hotal churches helped 


now independent, one-fourth time 396 


Value of houses of worship _....._. Sette ee eee eee es $820,000 
Value of pastors’ homes 106,000 


In addition, our helping hand has inspired these to raise 


and expend on their own fields close to three-quarters of a 
million dollars for houses of worship. The amount thus 
raised last year was $14,632.00.  Weshave helped directly in 
building houses of worship to the amount of $55 345.00. 


Mississippi Baptist State missionaries have bartized 
18,722 persons. 
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Mississippi Baptist State missionaries have labored in 
meetings Where have been baptized 26,982 persons. 
The State Board maintains two Sunday School mission- 
aries who have organized hundreds of Sunday Schools. 
Mississippi State Missions are pledged to help in build- 
ing houses of worship in the State to the amount of $6,000.00 
this vear 
The census now shows a population in the State of 
1.).000; of this number a conservative estimate will show 
6.000 church members of all denominations, and God has 
viven to the Baptists over one-half of this religious census. 
This is not said in a bragadocio spirit, but with a profound 
sense of the responsibility which rests on us with reference to 
the 1,200,000 unevangelized people in the State. The last 
decade belongs to that period of Mississippi history when more 
material development was realized throughout the State than 
any other like period. And this is only a propheey of 
vhat is before us for the next decade With the opening up 
the Panama Canal and new lines of railroad, developing 
new territory for the business man in all departments as well 
as tor the preacher. The spiritual development of Missis- 
‘ippl must keep pace with the material development. To do 
(his, We thust have an aggressive State Mission policy. To 
il to dojthis is to turn over the cause of evangelism to some- 
ne else Already our Baptist interests have failed to some 
‘ent because of our inability to be first on the field. There 
many calls now for help which the Board, for lack of 


inds, cannot meet. The Board pleads for as liberal help as 
ur people give-to other objects that appeal for our prayer 
tl money, We ought to have $50,000 where we only have 


hout $30,000. 

State Missions is the foundation work, and he who helps 
“tute Missions, helps every good cause dear to the heart of 
ir Lord. 

In this cause we are laborers together for more effective 
orldwide missions. 

In this cause we are laborers together for a truer pa- 
lotism., 

In this cause we are laborers together for a better citi- 
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In this cause we are laborers together for a higher 


Inor- 
ality 


In this cause we are laborers together for better homes 


In this cause we are laborers together for our own 


In this cause we are laborers together with God 
Let us pray and work for our own State. 


Home Missions. 
The Home Mission Board is located at Atlanta, Ga. The 


field is the Southern States and Cuba. A remarkable growth 


in Home Mission convietion and liberality has characterized 
all the evangelical denominations of America within 


Vvears This growth j 


recent 
n Home Missions has had a gratifying 
iTustration in our denomination. In 1902 Southern Baptists 
raised for Home Missions $88,874. In the past year we rais- 
ed $366.050 In 1902 the Home Board employed wholly or in 
part 674 missionaries; in 1912 1,301, 

During the fiseal year ending May, 1912. there were 
“6,899 baptisms by the Home Board missionaries; 234 houses 
of worship were built or improved, and 754 Sunday Schools 
Were organized ; 683 volunteers were secured for the ministry 
and mission work: 82 workers among people of foreign 
speech were maintained, 55 in the Southern States and 27 in 
Cuba; 16 missionaries were maintained for the red man: 4,636 
young people were taught in the mountain schools, 

Looking toward the future are we as Southern Baptists 
purposing to do our part in Christianizing America? Last 


year we gave an average of 15 cents per member to Home 
Missions. 


There are in the South 20,000,000 of people who make 
no profession of faith. There are 11,000 of our own churches 
so untrained that they give 


nothing to missions. This is an 
age of industrial prosperity that is making men forget God 
in pursuit of wealth. There are 3.500 houseless churches ap- 
pealing for aid. — Millions of backward people of Anglo-Saxon 
blood whose splendid potentialities for God await for their 
releasing, the touch of the Chritian missionary school. There 
are ten millions of blacks who are rp: ore easily approached and 
more easily stimulated hy Southern “aptists than by an) 
other Christian body. 

Do our works p.cy> our faith? Ils 


we no obligation 
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11.000 backward churches, ‘‘teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded you.”’ 
The religious future of evangelical faith in the world de- 
pends on its suecess in permeating American society. 
Southern Baptists could wisely expend $1,000,000 in Home 
\lissions We are able to give it. Ought we to do it? 





Foreign Missions. 


A just and comprehensive view of Foreign Mission op- 
portunities at present is the greatest inspiration in the King- 
dom of God on earth 

The complete transformation of China within the last 
few months is one of the greatest events in humen history. 
A radieal change of one-fourth of the human race inte!lee- 
tually and politically and the making of them ready for spir- 
itual readjustment, in so short a time, is without parallel in 
the history of nations. 

The Foreign Mission Board, located at Richmond, Va. is 
4 committee appointed by the Southern Baptist Convention to 
carry on this, our Foreign Mission work, by the co-operation 
of all our churches and in behalf of all our people. 

It is our work. One member of the Board lives in each 
State and is called the State Vice-President. A representa- 
tive of the Board lives in every association. He is expected 
to confer with the Board and with the churches in the interest 
of the work. At the present meeting of the body this asso- 
ciation is expected to elect this representative of the Foreign 
Mission Board to serve until the next meeting of the associa- 
thon 

Our present fields are Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, Italy, 
\frica, Japan and China. 

The present number of missionaries is 271. 
workers have been increased to 577, making a total force of 
S48 The 342 native churches are growing in self-support 
The 422 Sunday Schools are doing 


The native 


and missionary efforts 
iyvressive work. Nine Women’s Training Schools have 312 
tudents, and ten theological schools have 245 students. These 
with the other 208 schools of all grades have 6,156 pupils. In 
six hospitals and thirteen dispensaries, thirteen medical mis- 
‘ionaries treated 51,796 patients during the year. Four pub- 
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lishing plants are sending out millions of pages of religious 
literature. : 

The contributions for 1911-12 were § 0,408 a gain of 
$70,400 over the previous year. Of this antgunt 12 per cent 
was used for expenses at home as follows: \ In Richmond, 
oper cent: W. MU. 1 per cent; interest, 2 1-2 Ker cent; State 


expenses, 3 1-2 per cent This percentage of expenses is 
larger than the Board wants it to be Our people can re- 


duce it very mueh by sending their money all through the 
year, so as to save the interest account. Let it also be re- 
membered that a large part of the money used at home is eX- 
pended in efforts to arouse our people and increase contribu- 
tions. 

The work has often been greatly helped by bequests and 
annuities More and more our people ought to remember 
the Board in their wills Pastors can exert a blessed influ- 
ence in this direction. A still better way is to give money 
to the Board on the annuity plan whereby the donor receives 
an income from the gift during his life. Write to the Board 
for particulars 

The Southern Baptist Convention asked the churches to 
raise $618,000 for Foreign Missions this vear. Every dollar 
of it is needed to meet past obligations and maintain the work 
on a hopeful basis. The Convention apportioned this amount 
among the various states, and the amount asked of each State 
IS apportioned among the associations. It is very impor- 
tant that this association, either through its executive com 
mittee or a special committee. apportion the amount asked of it 
among the churches. 


One hundred years ago Adoniram Judson and Luther Rice 
went out to India as Congregational missionaries. By the 
study of the Bible they became Baptists. This fact aroused 
the Baptists of 


organized way. 


Ameriea to undertake foreign missions in an 


The most significant advance ever ordered by the Sontl 
ern Baptist Convention took place when the Oklahoma meet 
ing last May authorized the Foreign Mission Board to rais 
one million, two hundred and fifty thousand dollars as an 
equipment fund in honor of the Judson centennial. One mil 
lion dollars of this to be used in equipping our schools and 
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publication work. Two hundred and fifty thousand doltrrs 
is to be used for building chapels, hospitals, and missionary 
homes. This is a mighty eall, but it is niade to a mighty peo- 
ple. This fund is to be raised during the next three years. 
It is to be entirely separate from the regular Foreign Mission 
offerings and the effort will be made to secure it in such a 
way as not to interfere with any other cause. 

We recommend: 1. That all our people help in our for- 
ein mission work by sympathy and prayer; by subscribing 
for and reading The Foreign Mission Journal; by distributing 
tracts which can be had for the asking; by making our offer- 
ings as large as possible; by sending in their gifts now and 
not waiting for the season of pressure in March and April. 

2. That we solemnly pledge ourselves to do our part 
to raise the amount $.............. which has been asked of 


our association this year. 
C. D. JONES. 





A motion was made and adopted that each church send 
#5.00 to help pay delegates’ expenses. to the convention. 

(Committee on nominations announeed: J. A. Lord J. &. 
McPherson, W. A. Pierce. 

The report on the orphanage was read by F. M. Coleman; 
spoken to by F. M. Coleman, and left open for further dis- 
Cussion. 

Report on orphanage. 

The report on missions was read by C. D. Jones; spoken 
to by AV. Rowe, and left open for further discussion. 

On motion the association adjourned until 9:30 o'clock 


Saturday morning. 
SECOND DAY—MORNING SESSION. 


A short devotional exercise was conducted by the moder- 
ator Rev. W. A. MeComb was then recognized, and spoke 


on missions, after whieh the report was adopted. 


v 


REPORT ON SUNDAY SCHOOL. 


The Sunday Schoo] is a very important factor in the 
chureh work. It is the chief souree of converts. 
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The Sunday School is hot a creation of man, but an in- 
stitution of God Long ago the institution passed out of the 
*xperinental stage into the realm of the truly practical. 

by far more People come to the churches through the 
Sunday School than all other sources combined. This is the 
Importance of Sunday School work. The Sunday Sehvol of 
fers un opportunity to work for. the cause of our Master. 

No church is | repared to do the best work without train- 
ed leaders. The Bible. God's Holy Word, is not only to be 
preachcd—it must be taught, end to be taught effectively 
there must be a school; henee the Bible. 

The Sunday Sehool idea is growing, its usefulness jin- 
ereasing. its vision broadening and its ultimate aim being 
realized 

We urge that a great per cent of the Union Assuciation 
members be actively engaged in Sunday School work during 
the coming year, thereby Christians he ing developed, sinners 
converted and God's name be glorified 


J. A. LORD. 


REPORT ON PROHIBITION. 


We are glad to note that our people are becoming more 
and more interested in the temperance question and that they 
are cultivatingja hatregl for the liquor traffie that is destined 
some day to out. A steadily growing sentiment 
against it will ‘ay with it and certainly with all the at- 
tendant evils that are such great evils to good citizenslfip. 

There are a number of forees that are working together 
for the utter aceomplishment of this devoutly desired end. 
Among these forces are the following: 

1. Instruetion of the students in our common schools 
concerning the evil and physical effects of aleoholie drinks, 
thus giving us a generation of young people who are enemies 
outright to the great evil. 

~. The awakening of the business world to the great fact 
that the degeneration caused by the use of liquors renders a 
man undesirable and utterly unfit for business. So, if there 
were no moral grounds for its banishment, the demands of 
the business world would force it. 
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; The great fight that Our women are making in the 
Ww. ©. T. U. work is one of the greatest forces fighting the 
liquor business. 

$ The awakening of the public conscience to the imp@r- 
tance of the publie office. That an officer has no right by 
the use of intoxicants to render himself incapable of transact- 
ing the business of the people, 

We recommend that our Sunday School teachers take ad- 
vantage of the Sunday School lessons and on temperance days 
drive home a teaching that shall create a hatred in the hearts 
of the members of their classes for the liquor traffic and that 
they implant a teaching that shall forever be a safeguard 
against such evil. 

That every Christian do his best to create such a senti- 
ment against intemperance that it shall be buried beyond the 
hope of resurrection. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MADISON FLOWERS. 


REPORT ON MINISTERIAL RELIEF. 
Next to the orphanage comes the old superannuated min- 
isters as objects of our love, benevolence and support. They 
have borne the burdens and brunt of the conflict most nobly. 


We certainly owe them our love and support. Shall we 
Withhold from them the blessings that we can give? Nay, 
verily. I believe that every true child of God will most 


cheerfully respond to their needs, now that they are old and 
unable to make a living. 
Resolved, That each church in this association take an 
offering for ministerial relief during the month of December. 
J. S. MePHERSON. 


a 





The report on Sunday Schools was read by J. A. Lord; 
spoken td by J. R. Carter, Bryan Simmons, S. R. Young, and 
was adopted. 

Report on Sunday Schools. 

The report on ministerial relief. was read by J. S. Me- 
herson; diseussed by J. 8S. McPherson, Bryan Simmons, and 

is adopted. 


Report on ministerial relief. ‘ 
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Bryan Simmons and J. R. Carter spoke on the B. Y, P. 


U., there being no report prepared. 


The report on prohibition was read by Madison Flowers; 


diScussed by Madison Flowers, J. R. Carter, F. 
and was adopted. 


M. Coleman. 


Report on prohibition. 


There being no report prepared, Madison Flowers and J 
R. Carter diseussed Christian education. 


On motion, the association adjourned until 1:30 o'clock. 


SECOND DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Called to order and led in prayer by Rev. M. Flowers. 
The congregation then sang ‘‘He is So Precious to Me.’’ Bro- 
ther Flowers then took subscriptions for ministerial educa- 
tion: Antioch, $10: Beech Grove, $5; Brushy Fork, $5; Fel- 
lowship, $5; Hermanville, $10; Martin, $5; Pleasant Hill, $5; 
Port. Gibson, $5: White Oak, $5. 

The report on woman’s work was read by Mrs. W. F. 
Gordon; discussed hy Bryan Simmons, and adopted. 


REPORT ON WOMAN’S WORK. 


Your committee on woman's work begs leave to submit 
the following report: 


The work of the Woman's Missionary Union as an aux- 
iliary of the Southern Baptist Convention needs no word of 
commendation from us. It speaks for itself. As a dis 
penser of missionary knowledge, it stands next to the pulpit, 
and in some places above the pulpit, since our women are bet 
er informed than our churches as a whole. The moneyed 
aims of the Union this year are for State, Home and Foreign 
Missions. From this State, #20,600 besides which sum our 
women will give largely to the home uses, to the training 
schools and the Margaret Home. Their systematic manner 
of giving is to be commended, in that it aids our Board at a 
time when the brethren of the church fall behind. Last year 
the women gave over half what was sent to the Board the 
first three-quarters of the year. With these facts before you 
your committee would reeommend— 

That we urge upon pastors to see that a woman’s socie!) 
is organized in every church in this association. Inform: 
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tion for organizing may be had from the corresponding secre- 
tary in Jackson, Miss. v 
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REPORT ON CHRISTIAN HOSPITALS. 


Se cr ae 









The Christian hospital is an institution for caring for the 
sick in the name of Christ. It is a manifestation of practical 
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Christianity. 






Mississippi Baptists are directly interested in two such 






hospitals—one at Memphis and the other at Jackson. For 
the one at Memphis, Mississippi Baptists and their friends 
have given about $80,000. 







The hospital at Jackson is a frame building with ten 






rooms and was a gift of some of the leading physicians, on 






the condition that we equip and run same as a Christian hos- 
pital. 








It is open to both pay and charity patients. During the 
first year the building proved entirely too small, and at its 






last meeting the convention pledged itself to a campaign for 






*O0.000 with which to build and equip a suitable building. 
About $15,000 of this amount has already been raised in cash 
and subscriptions. 








During the past nine months the hospital has cared for 








11 surgical, and 52 medical patients. Of these, 17 were 
charity patients, 3 of whom were from our Baptist orphan- 
ave These things indicate the immediate necessity for steps 






‘toward the erection of the new building. 
Your committee would urge the brethren and sisters to 
“ive our hospital prayerful and sympathetic co-operation. 
We recommend that the pasors observe ‘‘ Hospital Day’’ as 









irranged by the board of trustees. 
We urge the Sunday Schools and W. M. U’s to take a 
part in this work. 








This matter has been neglected too long and your com- 






ittee pleads that it be neglected no longer. 
Respectfully submitted, 
BRYAN SIMMONS. 








eects 


That we ask that a page in the minutes be set apart for 
“man’s work, giving statistics of all the societies in the as- 
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soclation, giving postoftice address of all officers of these so 
Cleties 


Respectfully submitted. 
MRS. W. F. GORDON 
R. Carter then spoke to the 
phanage A collection was taken for the 
amounted to $11.16 


Brother J report on the or 


orphanage, which 
The report was then adopted. 

The report on Christian hospitals was read by Bryan Sim 
mons; discussed by Bryan Simmons 


Subseriptions were 
taken for the Baptist Hospital at. 


Jackson, also a cash collee- 
tion of $9.14 The report was then adopted. 
Report on Christian hospitals. 


The report on nominations was read by J. S. McPherson, 
and adopted. 


REPORT ON NOMINATIONS. 


We, your committee on nominations, beg leave to submit 
the following report: 
a, Associational sermon, SR. Young. 
Time of meeting—Friday before the fourth Sunday in 
September, 1913. 
Place of meeting—Beech Grove, 6 miles east of Martin. 
Standing committee—Missions : F. M. Coleman. Jr. Or- 
phanage: T. E. McElvene Sunday Schools: T. EK. Bailess. 
Publications: W. B. Thompson. Ministerial relief: Dr. J. 
V. May. Prohibition: MK. Furr. Christian education: 
R. E. Marble’ BOY. POU Girady Jacobs. Christian hos- 
pitals: S. E. Dudley W.M. U.: Mrs. M. E. Furr. 
J. A. LORD, 
W. A. PIERCE, 
J. S. MePHERSON, 


Committee 


REPORT ON PUBLICATIONS. 


The report on publications was read by S. E. Dudley: 


discussed by S. E. Dudley, and adopted. 
Knowledge ig the foundation of all consecrated, intelli 
gent activity in the evangelization of the world. Matthew 
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records of Jesus: ‘‘When He saw the multitude He was 
moved with compassion upon them.”’ 

Brethren, the need of each of us is, first, new inspiration; 
second, fresh vision of the field The first we can get from 
the study of God’s Holy Word in connection with the many 
splendid helps published by our Sunday School Board at 
Nashville, Tenn. The Teacher and one of the Sunday School 
papers suited for children should be in every home. Put 
them there and let them be studied for six months, as they 
should be, would give us sueh a vision of God’s love for us 
and of our duty and privilege as His believing children as 
would cause us to look upon the field and inquire, ‘‘ Lord, 
what wilt Thou have me to do?’’ 

We can learn of the field through The Home Field, the 
Foreign Mission Journal and The Baptist Record. Would we 
but read of God's dealings with His people as told in these 
periodicals, we would many times be led to exclaim: ‘‘The 
day of miracles is not past,’’ for nothing short of God’s power 
could have protected His believing children. If we would 
read these periodicals we would be led to read many more 
published by these and other similar publishing houses. We 
as professing Christians owe it to our unbelieving friends to 
do this. We owe it to those who have been redeemed by His 
precious blood. We owe it to ourselves. We owe it to Him 
who gave Himself for us that we might live. 

S. E. DUDLEY. 

The following resolutions were offered by A. L. Harlan 
and adopted: 

First, That the clerk have the number of minutes printed 
that the churches ealled for, and call on treasurer for expenses 
of same, together with $20.00 for his services. 

Second, That the thanks of this association are hereby 
tendered to the church of Hermanville and the community at 
arge for their unmeasured hospitality and royal entertain- 
ent of this body during our brief sojourn in their midst. 
The journal of the day was then read and adopted. 

The association adjourned to meet with Beech Grove 
lurch, Friday before the fourth Sunday in September, 1913. 

S. R. YOUNG, Moderator. 
0. D. JONES, Clerk. 
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Bethesda—William Nevils 









Beech Grove—Tabitha Harper, Thomas MeClure, Mo) 
he Dunnigan 









New Salem—Wm Byrd 









White Oak Mary Foster. 













Pleasant Mill—Sarah Miner, John Furr 











Port Gibson Mrs. J. B. MePherson 
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UNION BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 


ABSTRACT OF FAITH 

of the 
" UNION BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 

Adopted First Session, September 18, 1820 


PREAMBLE. 
















We 
arly baptized upon a profession of our faith, are convinced 


the churches of Jesus Christ who have been rego- 


of the utility of a combination of churches and of maintaining 

correspondence for a preservation of our union among 
churches of the same faith and order; we, therefore. agree to 
form ourselves into an association upon the following princi- 
ples, V1Z: 

1. We believe in one triune God. the Father. the Son and 
the Holy Ghost; the same in essence, equal in power and glory. 

Il. We believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa- 
ments were given by the inspiration of God and are the omly 
true rules of faith and practice. 

lll. We believe in the fall of Adam from his original 1¢e- 
titude, in imputation of his sin to all posterity, the totel ae- 
pravity of human nature. and in man’s inability to r-:tor: 
hunself to the favor of God. 

IV. We believe that God has loved His people with an 
rverlasting love; and that He chose them in Christ before the 
foundation of the world; that He ecalleth them with a } uly 
‘ud effeetual calling, and being justified alone throngh the 
righteousness of Christ imputed to them, they are kept by tle 
|: wer of God through faith unto salvation. 

V. We believe that there is one Mediator betwee:. God 

d man, the man Jesus Christ, who by the satisfaction He 
ide to law and justice in becoming an offering for sin, hath 

His most precious blood redeemed the elect from urder 

* curse of the law, that they might be holy and without 
me before Him in love. 

VI. We believe that good works are the fruits of faith, 
| follow after justification and are evidence of a gracious 
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state, and that all believers are bound to obey every comm 
of God from a principle of love. 


and 


VII. We believe in the resurrection of the dead and a 
xeneral judgment: that the happiness of the righteous and the 
punishment of the wicked will be everlasting. 


GOSPEL ORDER. 


1. We believe that a church of Christ is a congregation 
of immersed believers who have given themselves to the Lord 
and to one another by the will of God, and have covenanted to 
keep up a godly discipline agreeable to the rules of the gos- 
pel 
~.| We believe that Jesus Christ is the head of the 
church—the only baw-giver—and the government is with the 
ehureh 

3. Baptism and the Lord's Supper are Gospel ordinances 
appointed by Jesus Christ, and are to be continued in the 
church until His second coming. 

4. That immersion of the body in water, in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is the only 
Scriptural baptism as taught by Christ and His apostles. 

o. That none but regularly baptized church members, 
who live a holy life, have a right to partake of the Lord’s 
Supper. 

6. That it is the privilege and duty of all believers to 
make a publie profession of their faith by submitting them- 


selves subjects of baptism and as members of the visible 
church. 


7. That it is the duty of every regularly organized 
chureh to expel from her communion all disorderly and im- 


moral members, or those who hold doctrine contrary to the 
Scripture. 


RULES OF DECORUM. 

1. Those delegates who are regularly chosen by the 
churches of our union shall compose the association. 

~. The delegates so chosen shall produce letters from 
their respeetive churches certifying their appointment, to- 
gether with members in fellowship, those baptized, received 
by letter, restored, dismissed, excommunicated and dead, since 
the last association. 
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3. Delegates thus chosen and convened shall be denom- 
inated the ‘‘Union Baptist Association.’’ 

4. The association shall have a moderator, clerk, and 
treasurer, who shall be annually chosen by the majority of 
the members present who ghall hold their offices until their 
suecessors. are eleeted. 

5. If new churches desire to be admitted into this union, 
they shall petition by letter and delegates. If received. the 
moderator shall extend to the delegates the right hand of fel- 
lowship. The assoeiation shall always have the power to re- 
ceive or reject applicants for membership. 

6 No chureh in this union shall have a right to more 
than three delegates, unless she shall exeeed one hundred 
members, then she shall have a right to an additional delegate 
for every additional fifty members. 

7. Every query sent to the association by any chureh in 
the union shall be read and put to a vote by the moderator, 
as to whether it shall be debated, and if there be a majority 
for it, it shall be taken up and investigated ; provided, always, 
that these questions be first considered which affect the union 
of the ehurehes, 

8 Every motion made and seconded shall be taken up 
by the association, except it be withdrawn by the person mak- 
ing it. 

9. Only one person shall speak at once, who shall rise 
from his seat and address the moderator. 

10. The person thus speaking shall not be interrupted 
«xcept he depart from the subject, break the rules of decor- 
lum or cast reflections upon a brother, in which case he shall 
be Immediately called to order by the moderator. 

11. No person shall speak more than twice on the same 
subject without leave of the moderator. 

12. No brother shall finally depart from the edénference 
vithout leave of the moderator. 

13. All reports to this body shall be sent up in writing. 
14. The moderator shall have the privilege of speaking 
| any question that may be debated; provided however, the 
hair be previously filled, but shall have the privilege of vot- 
x only when the association is equally divided. 

15. The names of the delegates should be enrolled by the 
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clerk, and called over as often as the association deems ex- 
pedient. 

16. We think it actually necessary to have an association 
fund for defraying the expenses of the same, for the raising 
and supporting of which we think it the duty of each church 
in the union to contribute such sums as it may think proper, 
and send them by its delegates to the association, and the 
money thus contributed by the churches shall be deposited in 
the hands of the treasurer, by the association appointed, who 
shall be accountable to the association for all the money by 
him received, and paid out according to direction of same 

17. The name of the delegate shall appear upon the min- 
utes of this association who absents himself before adjourn- 
ment without leave of absence from the association 

18. The minutes of this association shall be read and cor- 
rected, if necessary, and signed by the moderator and clerk 
before the association closes. 

POWERS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

l. It shall be the business of the association to provide 
for the general union of the churches, 

~. To keep up a friendly correspondence, when conven- 
leat, with other associations of the same faith and order. 

3. This association shall have no power to lord it over 
God's heritage, nor infringe upon any of the internal rights 
of the churches. 

4. It shall be the duty of the association to give the 
churches the best advice in its power in difficult matters; to 
inquire into any difficulties that may exist between sister 
churches and remove them. if possible. 

». To admit any of the brethren in the ministry as as- 
sistants, but not to give them the privilege of voting. 

6. The association shall have the power to withdraw 
from any church in the union which may be unsound of prin 
ciple, or immoral in practice, until reclaimed. 

7. To appoint any person or persons, by and with their 
consent, to transact any business which the association ma) 
deem necessary. 

8. The association shall have the power to adjourn at 
eny time to any place it may deem proper. 

9. The association shall be opened and closed with prayer. 
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